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Message from Head of School
Dear Parents and Guardians,

We are now well into our new academic year and  I’m delighted to share what a calm, settled and purposeful start it has been across the school. 
From our youngest pupils to our oldest, there is a real sense of focus, positivity and readiness to learn. Classrooms are already filled with energy, 
curiosity and enthusiasm, and it’s clear that children have returned eager to engage, grow and make the most of every opportunity.

I am incredibly proud of the positive, productive and determined attitude our pupils have shown from day one. They have embraced routines, 
shown kindness and respect towards one another, and demonstrated a genuine commitment to doing their best. Staff have worked hard to 
ensure a smooth transition back into school life, and the strong sense of community and shared purpose is already shining through.

Looking ahead, we have an exciting year planned, full of rich learning opportunities, curriculum enrichment, special events and faith-filled 
celebrations. From themed days and educational visits to wider school initiatives, we remain committed to offering a broad, balanced and 
inspiring education that nurtures each child academically, socially, and spiritually.

We also recognise that positive partnerships with parents and carers are key to every child’s success. When school and families work together, 
children thrive — and we are so grateful for your continued support, encouragement and involvement. Together, we can ensure this year is full of 
achievement, growth and joy for every member of our school community.

I look forward to sharing all the exciting moments to come and celebrating the many successes ahead.

Best Wishes and God Bless        

Sarah Pascoe and all the St. Joseph’s team 



 
The Catholic life of our school

At the beginning of each academic year, we intentionally establish and promote the 
Catholic ethos and culture of our school. As a community, we reflect on our mission 
statement: “Live, Love and Learn in God’s way,” ensuring that all staff and pupils 
understand how this is to be lived out in everyday school life. We revisit and explore 
our Gospel Values, considering how they are embodied through our words, actions, and 
relationships across the school.

High standards of behaviour, mutual respect, and care for one another are embedded 
in our expectations. I am proud of the exemplary conduct and attitudes consistently 
demonstrated by our pupils, which reflect the school's strong Catholic identity.

Pastoral care is central to our mission. We place a strong emphasis on supporting 
pupils who may need help making the right choices, ensuring that every child feels 
valued, supported, and guided in their personal development. We recognise that 
education is not solely about academic success but also about forming the whole child 
— spiritually, morally, socially, and emotionally.

Through this approach, we aim to develop resilient, empathetic, and morally grounded 
individuals who are equipped with the life skills and values to contribute positively to 
society, in accordance with the teachings of the Gospel.



 
The British Values of our school

We also ensure that we reestablish the 
British Values that are deeply embedded 
within our Gospel Values. Principles such as 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, 
mutual respect, and tolerance reflect the 
teachings of our faith and help shape a 
welcoming, respectful, and inclusive school 
community. Through assemblies, lessons, and 
daily interactions, we encourage our pupils to 
live out these values, fostering kindness, 
understanding, and responsibility. By 
connecting British Values with our Catholic 
mission, we support our children in becoming 
compassionate and respectful citizens who 
contribute positively to both school and 
society.
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        Curriculum
          Highlights

September is very exciting for us in St Francis, 
we welcomed our new St Francis class, who 
have settled into school wonderfully. We have 
learnt and have been following our school rules- 
be safe, be ready and be respectful. The children 
have a hunger for learning and have been 
enjoying their phonics and handwriting each day. 
We also have some budding mathematicians. 
We have been enjoying our weekly Forest 
school sessions as the children love to be 
outdoors, exploring and investigating, especially 
recently with noticing the change of season.
We have been enjoying reading “owl babies” 
which has enabled us to retell the story to our 
friends. 



Curriculum Highlights
This month in class we have been busy 
exploring lots of exciting learning! In art, 
we have continued our work on spirals, 
experimenting with different shapes, 
patterns and techniques. In geography, we 
have been studying maps and learning how 
to find important features. In maths, our 
focus has been on number lines, helping us 
to build confidence with counting, 
sequencing and solving problems. We are 
also very proud to share that our class won 
the whole school recycling challenge for 
collecting the most recycling. well done, 
everyone!
We have of course also had lots of fun in 
forest school!



 

Curriculum Highlights

In Science we are beginning to 
understand how amazing our bodies 
are!

We have loved practically 
developing our understanding of the 
importance of the bones in our 
bodies and their correct names.

Take a look at our skeletons!

As Geographers we have been busy 
using atlases, maps and globes to 
find out all about the UK and our 
locality. We’ve located countries 
and counties of the UK, as well as  
plotted rivers, mountains and seas.
We are developing our use of  
geographical vocabulary related to 
human and physical geography 
features. 

.

In Music we have been learning 
about Jazz. 
We have really enjoyed listening to 
Ella Fitzgerald and Duke Ellington. 
We have been listening to and 
trying out scatting for ourselves 
and have found this to be great 
fun. We have also been learning to 
sing and respond in a round.  



Curriculum Highlights
What an amazing start to 

the year in St Oscar! 

Science has got off to a 

great start with us 

investigating and drawing 

circuit diagrams.

As artists, we have been 
learning the skill of 
enlargement (scaling up) so 
that we can turn 2D 
images into 3D sculptures.  
Fantastic resilience and 
teamwork being shown.

In music, we have continued 

the theme of ‘Electricity’ 

and are using this to help us 

learn about time signatures, 

pulse and the different 

music notation



Breakfast Club

● Available Monday – Friday from 8:00 AM

● Cost: £4 per session

After School Club

● Available Monday – Friday

● Until 5:00 PM – £6.75

● Until 5:30 PM – £10.00

● Fridays close at 5:00 PM
After School Activities

● Tuesday – Football

Important Notice:
 Any accounts with arrears of £50 or more will not be permitted to use the 
Breakfast Club or After School Clubs until the balance is cleared.

Booking Information:
All bookings should be made via ParentPay prior 
to the session. For any last-minute bookings, 
please call the school office.



Breakfast and afterschool club activities





           Important Notices & Reminders

If your child is late for morning registration, arriving late at school 
after 9am, please ensure you or their accompanying adult reports to 
the school office to ensure that they are registered.

Attendance September

   96.49%

   95.43%

   94.31%

    93.75%





08.09.25 - 
20.10.25

Swimming Lessons for St Oscar 10.11.25 
- 

Swimming Lessons for St Oscar continue

30.09.25 Flu Vaccines in school 03.12.25 St Oscar trip to Exeter Museum

07.10.25 School Photos (Individual & Sibling) 03.12.25 Lantern making workshop

07.10.25 Local Author performing Chloe and the 
Bright Idea

11.12.25 Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day

17.10.25 Wear red day - Anti-bullying 
awareness 

11.12.25 Nativity 2 - 3pm

23.10.25 St Oscar trip to Haytor 12.12.25 Djembe Workshop - whole school

24.10.25 Break up for Half Term 16.12.25 Carol Service at Church

03.11.25 Non Pupil Day 19.12.25 Break up for Christmas Holidays

04.11.25 Pupils back 05.01.26 Back to School



          Book 
Recommendations

"Books make 

great gifts 

because they 

have whole 

worlds inside of 

them." - Neil 

Gaiman 



Safeguarding at St. Joseph’s is always  a  priority. Should you have any enquiries or concerns, 
please contact our Designated Senior Lead for Child Protection: Mrs Day or Mrs Pascoe on 

01626 352559. Our named governor for child protection is Tim van Kroonenburg.                                   

CPOMS and Operation encompass

At St. Joseph’s we use CPOMs as our system for recording 
information that we consider to be safeguarding 

information. Further information about the programme can 
be found here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to 
the start of the next school day, when a child or young 

person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic 
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the 
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them 
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has 
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school 

is able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, or their families, who have been 

involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.

ATTENDANCE
Hi, my name is Natalie, I'm the Attendance and 
Welfare Officer here at St Joseph's. I monitor 
attendance regularly to ensure that, where 
possible, every child is in school on time every 
day. If you have any concerns around your 
child's attendance, please leave a message 
with the office and I will contact you.

 

                            WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Julie . Please 
let us know if you would like her to contact 
you for ANY support.   Everyone needs a 
Julie in their lives!

SAFEGUARDING

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/
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