School governors are people like YOU!
Could you volunteer to become a school governor and make a difference by using your skills to make a positive contribution to your local community?
St Joseph’s is an inclusive Catholic primary school for children aged 4-11. We warmly welcome families of all faiths and none. The uniqueness of every child is celebrated at St Joseph’s, and we are passionate about ensuring that every pupil flourishes and develops strong foundations for lifelong learning.
The schools are part of Plymouth CAST Multi Academy Trust - a Catholic multi-academy trust consisting of 1 nursery, 32 primary schools and 2 secondary schools that span the counties of Cornwall, Devon, and Dorset. Our mission is to be a community of outstanding schools in which our pupils flourish in safe, happy, and stimulating environments, leaving with the knowledge, skills, personal qualities and aspirations to make the world a better place.
Plymouth CAST is run by a Board of Directors with support from governing bodies known as Local CAST Boards (LCBs). Each LCB is made up of local people that are best placed to know their school such as parents, members of the community and the local parish priest.
The role of LCB member is an interesting and varied one; to not only provide support to the Headteacher but also challenge and to drive school improvement. The LCB focuses on five areas; RE and Catholic Life, Curriculum and Standards, Safeguarding, Inclusion and Health, Safety & Data Protection.
All Governors receive an induction and ongoing training to fulfil their role with supporting paperwork provided by Plymouth CAST. You would need to be able to attend, on average, six meetings per year and to carry out visits to the school.
We are looking for enthusiastic and committed people to carry out this rewarding role and to see first-hand the impact you can make in improving education for children in your community.

What is the role of the Local CAST Board?

LCBs are sub-committees of the Trust Board and provide an important layer of governance in the Trust. Based in the community of the school, their role is to promote the school in the locality and support and challenge senior leaders to check that the best possible provision is being made for the students - spiritually, academically, and pastorally.

The Scheme of Delegated Authority (SoDA) defines roles and responsibilities at every level in the organisation. All the responsibilities of the LCB are reproduced in the Schedule of Accountability to make it easier for governors to follow. Each governor is expected to participate in one of the five focused areas of governance.
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What is the time commitment for the role?
For primary school governors, a realistic time allocation would be approximately four hours per half-term. This is inclusive of the scheduled LCB meetings.

What training would I receive?
Training is provided by the Trust & the Diocese Education Service. All new Governors are asked to attend a training session of about 1 hour to make sure they understand the role. All Governors are required to undertake annual Safeguarding and Data Protection training. We also recommend that each new Governor has a mentor in the LCB to help them through the first term or so. Further training is facilitated throughout the school year, and we encourage Governors to attend sessions whenever possible to increase understanding and support effective governance.

Eligibility
To be eligible to serve as a governor you will be required to sign a declaration to confirm that you are not disqualified by law from appointment as a Governor. You will also need to agree to undergo a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check together with any subsequent safeguarding checks, including references.

If you think you could make a valuable contribution to our school please contact Mrs. Iris Reiss-Golumbeck, Clerk to Governors, by email today!
clerk@sjna.uk
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