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Message from Head of School
Dear Parents and Guardians,

I want to begin with an important safeguarding update. For the time being, we are not permitted to share any photos of children on social media or Class 
Dojo. We know this makes newsletters and celebrations harder to bring to life, but safeguarding must come first. Thank you for your understanding and 
support.

There is, however, plenty to celebrate:

● Our Year 6 writing judgements were externally moderated and confirmed to be sound, giving us one of our strongest writing outcomes to date. 
This is a fantastic testament to our pupils’ hard work and our staff’s dedication.

● Looking ahead to September, we are set to see an 18% net growth in pupil numbers—bucking the national trend. More pupils mean more 
resources and opportunities, which can only be a positive for your children.

Thank you for the part you play in this success. The positivity our community shares helps our school grow and amplifies the benefits for everyone.

On a personal note, I was delighted to spend two nights on residential with Years 5 and 6 during the hottest nights of the year. Despite the heat, the 
children were a credit to St Joseph’s—resilient, cheerful, and supportive of one another. They had a wonderful time and will not soon forget the blazing 
heat of summer 2026!

We have a very busy July ahead, full of learning, celebrations, and transition activities. Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Best Wishes and God Bless        

Sarah Pascoe and the St. Joseph’s Team 



The Catholic life of our school 
We joyfully celebrate two of our pupils, Kensi White and Laura 
Umeh, who made their First Holy Communion at the beginning of 
the month. This is a profound step in their faith journey: receiving 
Jesus in the Eucharist for the first time, being more closely united 
with Him, and becoming more fully part of our worshipping 
community. Please join us in keeping Kensi and Laura in your 
prayers as they continue to grow in faith, hope, and love. Throughout June, Mass has been 

celebrated in our classes, giving 
pupils the chance to pray together, 
listen to God’s word, and reflect on 
how we live out Christ’s call to love 
and service in our daily school life. 
We are grateful to our clergy and to 
all who support the prayer life of our 
community.



 
The British Values of our school

Marking World Environment Day, pupils explored how respect, responsibility, democracy, the rule of law, and mutual 
respect apply to caring for our common home, and they have helped to design and develop our own sensory garden 
to bring these British values to life—proposing features and voting on planting themes (democracy), agreeing simple 
rules to keep the space safe (rule of law), choosing plants that support wellbeing such as lavender, rosemary, mint, 
and soft grasses (individual liberty), and creating inclusive areas for quiet reflection alongside pollinator-friendly 
planting (mutual respect and tolerance); next steps include accessible pathways, seasonal colour, gentle sound 
features, edible beds, eco-habitats like bug hotels and bird feeders, and pupil eco-monitors to help with watering and 
care—thank you to everyone contributing ideas, time, and resources to this living expression of our values. 
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        Curriculum
          Highlights

June in St Francis
This half term has been super 
exciting, we have been reading The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar story. We 
have some of our very own 
Caterpillars growing in our classroom. 
We have been so excited to see them 
transform into butterflies. 
The children have been working hard 
with their phonics and have enjoyed 
reading and writing Red words that 
have been hiding in our classroom. 
During PE we have been practicing 
for Sports Day.
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This month , we have been excited to 
begin our work on The Tempest and 
learn all about William Shakespeare 
and his plays. In Maths, we have been 
focusing on time as well as position and 
direction using lots of games and 
practical sessions to bring learning to 
life. We have also loved experimenting 
with rhythm and tempo in Music, 
creating and performing our own 
patterns and beats. We have been 
working on wheels and axles in DT 
which the children have been loving! In 
Science, we have continued exploring 
plants and have enjoyed using our 
Forest School area and vegetable 
garden to support our learning. We 
have continues experimenting with the 
conditions of our class cress.



 

Islamic 
Art            

Curriculum Highlights

As Historians, we have been 
looking at archaeological 
evidence to draw conclusions 
about what life was like in the 
Shang Dynasty. The Shang 
Dynasty were a successful
Bronze Age civilization in 
China.People in the Shang 
Dynasty believed in
an afterlife and thought they 
could predict the future with 
Oracle Bones.

In writing we have been looking 
at how an Author ‘shows not 
tells’.
We listened to a song watching 
how the character felt and 
then described (showing) 
rather than telling how the 
character felt. Roleplay helped 
us to work out how the 
character moved, their actions 
and feelings.

In RE and PSHE we have been 
looking at different faiths.   In 
Judaism, we have discovered how 
Jewish people celebrate the 
Passover in Britain today.  We used 
specialist vocabulary and considered 
how we would feel celebrating in 
this way - no electricity, sharing a 
seder plate.
We have asked lots of Wonder 
questions about the Islamic 
religious law/belief and how Muslims 
worship and live their lives.

Jewish 
Seder 
Plate



Curriculum Highlights
St Oscar have continued to 
enjoy our science learning 

investigating how plants and 
animals adapt to survive in their 

environments.  From this, 
everybody created their own 
hybrid animal and explained 

which habitat it would be able to 
live in and why.  There were 

some very interesting choices! 

What an amazing residential some of our Y5/6 children had at Barton Hall 
PGL in Torquay.  From abseiling to canoeing, orienteering to zipwire - they 

all took part in a range of challenging but fun activities.  Each and 
everyone pushed themselves to their limits!  A few coolings off with 

buckets of water and hose pipes really helped to keep everyone in good 
spirits, joining in activities with great collaboration skills, supporting their 

team mates and resilience.

In Maths, Y5 have been working with decimal 
numbers up to thousandths.  We have been thinking 

about our place value columns, the value of each 
digit and then using this to help us add and subtract 

using standard written method.



Breakfast Club

● Available Monday – Friday from 8:00 AM

● Cost: £4 per session

After School Club

● Available Monday – Friday

● Until 5:00 PM – £6.75

● Until 5:30 PM – £10.00

● Fridays close at 5:00 PM
** Please inform the staff of 
any food allergies as food 
will be served **

Important Notice:
 Any accounts with arrears of £50 or more will not be permitted to use the 
Breakfast Club or After School Clubs until the balance is cleared.

Booking Information:
All bookings should be made via ParentPay prior 
to the session. For any last-minute bookings, 
please call the school office.



After School Clubs
New After School Clubs now available
Wednesdays - Football Skills 3.30 - 4.30pm £3.00 per session
Thursdays - Wild Tribe / Forest School - 3.30 - 4.30pm £3.50 
per session
Fridays - Cooking Club - 3.30 - 4.30pm £3.50 per session

Children collected at 4.30pm will only be charged the club 
fee, those that wish to stay on later will also be charged 
the usual After-School Club fee



           Important Notices & Reminders

If your child is late for morning registration, arriving late at school 
after 9am, please ensure you or their accompanying adult reports to 
the school office to ensure that they are registered.

Attendance June

85.24%

97.39%

93.28%

95.67%





01.07.26 SPORTS DAY & FAMILY Picnic

01.07.26
NAC Intake Parent's Evening

02.07.26 - 
03.07.26 

Year 6 Step Up Day - Transition Day  Coombeshead

02.07.26 NAC Transition Day

02.07.26 
and 
08.07.26

Reception ‘26 Taster Session 

10.07.26 Whole School - Jumbie Jam workshop 

16.07.26 St Oscar Beach Trip

22.07.26 Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly - 9:15 

BREAK UP FOR SUMMER HOLIDAY

07.09.26 New Academic Year Starts



          Book 
Recommendations

"A house without books is like 

a home without windows." 

Horace Mann 



Safeguarding at St. Joseph’s is always  a  priority. Should you have any enquiries or concerns, 
please contact our Designated Senior Lead for Child Protection: Mrs Day or Mrs Pascoe on 

01626 352559. Our named governor for child protection is Tim van Kroonenburg.                                   

CPOMS and Operation encompass

At St. Joseph’s we use CPOMs as our system for recording 
information that we consider to be safeguarding 

information. Further information about the programme can 
be found here -

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to 
the start of the next school day, when a child or young 

person has exposed to, or involved in, any domestic 
incident.

Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the 
school staff, known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow them 
to liaise with the police and to use the information that has 
been shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school 

is able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, or their families, who have been 

involved in, or exposed to, a domestic abuse incident.

ATTENDANCE
Hi, my name is Natalie, I'm the Attendance and 
Welfare Officer here at St Joseph's. I monitor 
attendance regularly to ensure that, where 
possible, every child is in school on time every 
day. If you have any concerns around your 
child's attendance, please leave a message 
with the office and I will contact you.

 

                            WELFARE

Our Family Support Worker is Julie . Please 
let us know if you would like her to contact 
you for ANY support.   Everyone needs a 
Julie in their lives!

SAFEGUARDING

https://www.cpoms.co.uk/privacy-statement/
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